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Trinidad. The production of crude oil in barrels in Mexico in
1901 was 9750, and in 1914, 31,867,410 U.S. gallons (and
that of Trinidad in 1917 upwards of 4,500,000 gallons).
In Europe petroleum is found in Alsace, Italy, Eoumania,
Galicia and Eussia. The Eussian oil fields, which are by
far the largest European deposits, occur mostly in the
Caucasus or Caspian Sea area.
Oil has been known to occur at Baku from very early
times. This district belonged to Persia and the Parsees who
inhabited it were fire-worshippers, regarding as holy the fires
which were produced by burning the oil as it oozed from the
ground, and which they kept alight for many centuries. In
1806 Baku passed into the hands of Eussia, and many oil
wells were sunk, chiefly in the Balachany and Sabountchi
fields at Bibi Eibat and on the Maikop field. The oil is
found at moderate depths, the oil wells usually being 190
to 200 metres deep.
Petroleum is also often found on the waters of the Caspian
Sea, and gases are evolved which sometimes take fire and
burn for a time.
The oil is refined in Baku in the district known as the
" black town," with which the Balachany field is connected
by pipe line. The stills are heated by the residue or '(masut3)
which is blown into the fire holes over which they are fixed.
The greater part of the Eussian oil supplies comes from Baku.
In 1913 the production of crude oil was over 9,000,000 tons
and in 1914 it exceeded 8,900,000 tons, the proportion of
the different products in the years 1906 and 1907 being as
follows:—
Poods of 36-112 lb.
Crude naphtha
Petroleum and distillates
Lubricating oils
Oil residues 
1906.
.     33,331,587
.      72,050,819
.     13,128,825
1 030 678 
1907.
35,317,006
86,211,416
12,541,628
1 376 936 
Lubricating masut \
Residuum        „    /
Yiscosin, paraffin wax, etc.    . 
.    203,749,605
28,967 
234,786,946
40,971 
In Galicia the oil wells are in the districts of Bobrka and
Sloboda-Eungwiska. There is also petroleum accompany-
ing ozokerite at Boryslaw which is the centre of the
ozokerite industry. The wells in this country were

